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UM LAW SCHOOL LECTURE SERIES COM M EM ORATES CAREERS OF TW O JUDGES
MISSOULA A new lecture series created in memory of two District of Columbia judges will bring
leading jurists and legal scholars to The University of Montana—Missoula School of Law.
Efforts to establish the Judge William B. Jones and Judge Edward A. Tamm Judicial
Lecture Series have been spearheaded by Washington, D.C. attorney Robert S. Bennett, who has a
home near Livingston and serves on the UM law school’s Board of Visitors. Both Jones and
Tamm had strong ties to Montana and its only law school.
"We feel fortunate to honor these two judges by establishing a judicial lectureship," said E.
Edwin Eck, dean of the UM School of Law. "The University community and the public will
benefit."
Designed to enhance understanding of the judicial system for law students, faculty and
practicing lawyers, the series will bring leading jurists and scholars to the UM law school to
discuss topics ranging from judicial ethics to judicial decision-making.
Judges and scholars will be selected for lectures by an advisory committee that includes
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O ’Connor, U.S. District Judge Thomas F. Hogan of
Washington, D.C., and Judge J. James McKenna of Rockville, Md. Montana representatives on
the advisory committee are attorney Milton Datsopoulos and businessman Dennis Washington of
M issoula: attorney Thomas E. Boland of G reat Falls. U.S. District Judge Jack Shanstrom of
Billings; and Montana Supreme Court Chief Justice Jean A. Tumage of H elena.
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The first lecture will be held next fall, although the exact date has not been finalized, Dean
Eck said.
Jones and Tamm served as trial judges on the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia, and Tamm sat on the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals. Their caseloads included some of
the most complex and politically-charged cases to confront the federal bench in recent
history.
Tamm graduated from high school in Butte and attended Carroll College in Helena and at
UM. He maintained close friendships with his federal brethren on the Montana bench over the
years.
Jones operated a private practice in Helena from 1931-37, and served as special assistant to
Montana’s attorney general from 1935-37. Jones was inducted into The University of Montana
Order of the Grizzly in 1970.
"These great judges are a credit to Montana," Bennett said. "Their independence, wisdom
and integrity were gifts to our profession, and it is only right that they be memorialized with this
lecture series."
Bennett and two other District of Columbia lawyers, Michael J. Madigan and David M.
Barrett held a reception for the lecture series earlier in November at Bennett’s law firm in
Washington, D.C. Madigan and Barrett served as law clerks under Jones and Tamm respectively.
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